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Introduction 
 

 
• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some 

examples of responses to International GCSE Bangla (9-1). 
• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can 

be found on the Pearson website. 
• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner 

commentary and the mark scheme for each question. 
• The responses are all from students. 
• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other 

questions about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 
TeachingLanguages@pearson.com. 
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SECTION A: READING 

Question 3  
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Exemplar Response 3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 12 marks. 

In this new style of question candidates have to demonstrate their note taking, allowing them 
a chance to identify the main focus of the text and respond to all the required tasks. This 
candidate has carried this out very well, and achieved full marks. 
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Exemplar Response 3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 9 marks. 

This candidate has not scored full marks because they misinterpreted task 3(b) and 
because they did not provide two correct responses to task 3(d) as required. The 
single answer given was correct, which meant the student could be awarded 1 mark 
out of the 2 available.  
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Question 4 (a) 
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Exemplar Response 4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International GCSE Bangla Paper 1 
 

ã Pearson Education Ltd 2018              7 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

In this question candidates have to answer questions on the extended text they have just 
read. This candidate has responded to all questions appropriately. There were minor 
grammatical errors in (ii) and a spelling error in (v), however these did not impede meaning 
and so the candidate is not penalised for this. 

 

Exemplar Response 4.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 9 marks. 

The candidate responded well to all the questions above, except for part (ii) where the 
candidate only provided one accurate response as to why the writer’s brother left the country. 
However the candidate was still able to achieve one of the two marks here. 

 

Exemplar Response 4.3 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 7 marks. 

This candidate made a good effort to respond to all questions appropriately. However, 
unfortunately the response in (i), where they were to provide a reason for the writer’s father 
getting married was partial and conveyed no meaning.  Similarly, in responding to (ii) the 
candidate was required to provide two reasons for the writer’s brother’s leaving the country. 
Here as well, the candidate provided only one reason leaving out that the brother was not 
able to tolerate his new mother. And so, the candidate could only be awarded 1 out of 2 
marks. On part (v), again, the candidate provided a wrong answer in response to the task 
where they were required to give 2 details. The question was ‘How did he benefit from having 
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a new mother’. The candidate provided both details in one part and a wrong detail in the other 
part which implied that the candidate has misunderstood the question they were being asked. 

 

Exemplar Response 4.4 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 6 marks. 

This candidate made a satisfactory effort to respond to most parts of this question. However, 
the candidate lost some marks for the response in (i), where they were required to provide a 
reason for the writer’s father to get married, as well as in (ii) where the candidates were 
required to provide two reasons as to why the writer’s brother had left the country. In both 
sections the candidate came up with answers which had no reference to the text.  

Question 4 (b) 
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Exemplar Response 4.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 3 marks. 

Candidates were asked to read the stimulus text and summarise the students’ views on: 

• the role of nannies 

• 1st student’s relationship with his nanny 

• 2nd student’s views on his grandmother and 

• the negative influence of some grand parents   

This candidate successfully answered three of the four bullet points and therefore achieved 3 
of the 4 marks. 
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Exemplar Response 4.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 2 marks. 

This candidate has misunderstood the difference between the role of nannies and 
grandparents. However, they managed to respond to bullet points 2 and 4 which were 
reasonable interpretations of the students’ feelings and so two marks have been awarded to 
this candidate.  

 

Exemplar Response 4.7 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 1 mark. 

This candidate has also misunderstood the difference between the role of nannies and 
grandparents. Although they managed to respond well to bullet point 3, they failed to convey 
the message about the negative influence of grandparents and so only achieved 1 mark. 

 

SECTION B: WRITING 

Question 5 
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Exemplar Response 5.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 12 marks. 

This question is a guided as well as a productive writing task. Candidates are expected to 
write 80 words about a recent holiday experience as well as planning for a holiday for the 
future. The whole task has been assessed on the banded assessment criteria of: 
 
• Communication and content and (7 marks) 
• Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (7 marks) 
 
The candidate focuses well on the question in this sustained and effective response, although 
at times lacks expansion e.g. in the third paragraph the comment on ‘the desire to visit’ is 
that the reader can ‘imagine/feel how it is like’ but this is not explored with opinions and 
justifications. The candidate demonstrates their understanding, such as in ‘giving description 
to the reader very quickly and intensifying the moment’ and in the last paragraph touches on 
some interesting points about language and structure. The final point about the conclusion of 
text three is also well-made, however mismatching very forms and minor spelling mistakes 
indicate the best fit for this to be in the mark band of 6 and 6 adding up to 12 in total. 
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Exemplar Response 5.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 11 marks. 

The whole piece is descriptive as well as informative, displaying straightforward grammatical 
structures. Although different time frames were used, the structures were in most cases 
simple. To achieve a mark in the top band, there would have to have been more evidence of 
complex and conditional structures to express feelings and emotions which this piece lacked. 
Overall, the candidate fits well within the 6 and 5 marking bands and so scored 11 out of 14 
marks in total. 
 

Exemplar Response 5.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK SCHEME 

 

 

 



International GCSE Bangla Paper 1 
 

ã Pearson Education Ltd 2018              19 
 
 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 7 marks. 

There is some understanding of language in this response that lifts it into Level 2. For a more 
secure mark, points would need to be further developed, such as how the visit and future 
plans would be executed. Some points were made about the visit, however, due to the 
inaccurate and incomplete structures, the message was not conveyed appropriately and to 
some extent impeded the meaning.  
 
 

Question 6(a) 
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Exemplar Response 6.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 22 marks. 

This is an example of a perceptive and informative piece of writing. The candidate provided a 
strong sense of personal opinions combined with the facts based on the guidelines. The facts 
displayed fully support the points made and are skillfully embedded. The candidate 
communicated the tasks with consistent expansion of the key points. However, the last key 
point could have been grasped and explored further. A varied structure was displayed with 
well linked sentences. This is a strong response that merits a mark within the top level, but 
one bullet point was not touched, so could not achieve full marks.  

 

Exemplar Response 6.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 14 marks. 

This piece contains only about 50% of what should be written in response to the guided bullet 
points provided. The candidate has communicated some relevant information with some 
development of the key ideas. There is some variation of grammatical structures with some 
successful references to past and current issues. Although the candidate has performed well 
a lack of coherence and relevance means that the candidate hasn’t been able to achieve a 
mark within the top two marking bands. 

 

Question 6(b) 
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Exemplar Response 6.3 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 23 marks. 

This is a well-balanced and assured response that considers a wide range of coherent 
structures. There is a strong sense of personal opinions combined with the facts based on the 
guidelines provided. The facts displayed fully support the points made and are skillfully 
embedded. The candidate communicated the tasks with consistent expansion of the key 
points, however, the last key point could have been explored further.  A varied structure 
was displayed with sentences which were linked well. This is a strong response that merits 
a mark within the top level.  

 

Exemplar Response 6.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International GCSE Bangla Paper 1 
 

ã Pearson Education Ltd 2018              25 
 
 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 17 marks. 

The candidate has made good effort to communicate most relevant information with some 
development of the key ideas. There is variation of grammatical structures with some 
successful references to past, present and future events. Although the sentence structures 
are well linked, they are of the simple nature. To achieve into the top mark band, the piece 
would need to develop its discussion on comparison and analysis. 
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Question 6(c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 6.5 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 22 marks. 

This is a well-balanced and a coherent response with varied structures and sentences which 
were linked well. There is a strong sense of personal opinions combined with the facts based 
on the guidelines provided. The facts displayed fully support the points made and are skillfully 
embedded. The candidate communicated the tasks with consistent expansion of the key 
points. However, the response to the second key point could have been better explored to 
fit in the top marks within the top band.  
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Exemplar Response 6.6 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 19 marks. 

This piece or writing comprises facts and personal opinions about the impact of the internet 
in our day to day living and the parental involvement in rectifying the misuse of the social 
media. The facts displayed support the points made and are skillfully embedded. The 
candidate made a good effort to communicate the tasks with occasional expansion of the 
key points, however failed to expand on points 2 and 3 with personal opinions and 
justifications. Using the best fit approach the candidate achieved a mark at the band of (8-
10) in both Communication & Content as well as the Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy, this 
could be increased by greater spelling accuracy. 
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SECTION C: TRANSLATION INTO BANGLA 

Question 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 7.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 20 marks. 

This is an example of a fully successful translation from English into Bangla. The whole 
passage was devised into 20 sections where each section is worth 1 mark.  The candidate has 
grasped the whole idea of translating the passage and skillfully completed all twenty sections 
which would be easily comprehensible to a Bangla speaker without having understood the 
original text.  
 
 
Exemplar Response 7.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 18 marks. 

This is an example of a successful translation from English into Bangla except the first 
paragraph where the words counters and In Bangladesh were missing. In order to score full 
marks, the candidates needed to use the words/synonyms provided in the mark scheme.  
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Exemplar Response 7.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 15 marks. 

The candidate made a reasonable effort to translate the whole passage. However, they were 
not able to translate certain words /phrases, for example: becoming more common, joined 
this profession, by society, eventually, support and demonstrated several spelling errors. 
Therefore they were only able to achieve 15 marks.   
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Exemplar Response 7.4 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

Throughout the translation, the candidate demonstrated the following issues: 
• several spelling errors which affect translation. For example, selling, others, weekly, 

studies, initially, now, thriving and pay for 
• lapses: in Bangladesh; joined this profession along with their studies; initially, they were 

a little worried; eventually they have overcome and now thriving 
• the translation of the second paragraph would not be easily understandable to a native 

Bangla speaker 
 

Despite the above issues, the candidate was able to achieve 10 out of 20. 
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MARK SCHEME 
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